
 

 

FAMOUS  HOMEMADE CLAM CHOWDER,  

SUCCULENT SCALLOPS AND MORE! 

Firehouse Seafood Restaurant doors open at 6:00 pm! 

 

FIREHOUSE PUTT PUTT!   

Refurbished and updated 9-Hole mini-golf course, including a brand 

new 10 degree Tilt, the spinning Windmill and of course, everyone’s 

favorite, the Bulls Eye! 

 

EXCITING RAFFLE DRAWINGS ON SEPTEMBER 3 

 

Super  50/50!  Last year’s winner took home over $19,000! 

 

iPad Alert! The First Aid Squad is raffling off TWO iPads, 64 GB, 

WI-FI, with black cover,  each valued at $768.00.   
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The 2011 Fireman’s Fair will be open: 

Friday, August 26      Friday, August 26      Friday, August 26      Friday, August 26      ----      Saturday, September 3      Saturday, September 3      Saturday, September 3      Saturday, September 3    

The fun starts at 6:00 pm every night. (Closed Sunday) 

Wednesday is Family Night: Wednesday is Family Night: Wednesday is Family Night: Wednesday is Family Night: One less ticket gets you on a ride! 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT 
L—R: 2nd Assistant Chief Dan Kane, 1st Assistant Chief 
Derek DeBree, Deputy Chief Bill Heath and Chief Wade Davis 

 
FAIR HAVEN FIRE COMPANY - 2011 OFFICERS 

A Message from Chief Davis: 
 

I t’s my sincere privilege to serve as your Fire Chief in 
2011.  I have been a life-long resident of Fair Haven 

and cannot think of a better way to give back to the com-
munity that I hold dear to my heart.  The Fair Haven Vol-
unteer Fire Company No. 1 is a dedicated group of men 
and women who sacrifice many hours of their lives mak-
ing sure every resident and visitor is safe from harm's 
way.  Unfortunately, bad things happen and because of 
this, our members stay highly trained and constantly main-
tain our top-of-the-line Fire and EMS equipment, just in 
case it’s needed. 
 
The dedicated volunteers do their part every year with 
continuing education and training, however, it's equally 
important that you, the resident, also stay educated on fire 
safety and practice good fire prevention!   
 
For any emergency situation, please dial 9-1-1.  If you 
have a fire, alarm or smoke condition, just Get Out and 
Stay Out.  Call from a neighbor’s house or your cell 
phone.  Every home should have a smoke detector on 
every floor and in every bedroom.  A Carbon Monoxide 
detector should also be placed on every floor.  These bat-
teries MUST be changed, at a minimum, once year.  A 
good rule to remember is, when you set your clocks back 
or ahead, change your detector batteries. 
 
Every home should also have a fire escape plan that is fre-
quently discussed, especially if children are living in your 
home.  Create two or more escape plans from your home 
and establish a meeting place, once everyone has exited 
the home.  This meeting place should be a familiar place 
or object that is easily remembered (i.e. the front yard tree, 

a neighbor’s house, etc.).  This helps us know everyone is  
out and that no one needs to be rescued.  Other ways you 
can help us help you: 
 

• Make sure your house number is big enough for us to 
see from the street and well illuminated. 

• Trim back bushes and trees from fire hydrants and gas 
meters. 

• Change the batteries in your smoke alarms twice per 
year. 

• Keep hydrants clear of snow during the winter. 

• Get your chimney cleaned. 

• Clear a path in your basement to the electrical panel, 
furnace and hot water heater. 

• Never leave food cooking on the stove unattended 
(Indeed, we once responded to a smoke condition after 
bottle nipples burned on the stove when the water boiled 
off!). 

• Use flashlights instead of candles during power out-
ages. 

• Give as much information to the 911 operator as you 
can in medical or fire emergencies. 
 
Remember, if there is a fire, Get Out and Stay Out! 
 
I hope that you will never need our services, but if you do, 
rest assured that our volunteer firefighters and EMTs will 
be at your doorstep within minutes, providing you with the 
assistance you require.  On behalf of the Fair Haven Fire 
Department, I thank you for your continued support of this 
fine organization that I am so proud to be leading in 2011. 
 

                                         — Chief Wade Davis 

All four FHFD 

Chiefs grew up 

in Rumson or 

Fair Haven and 

graduated from 

RFH High 

School.  Can you 

tell who is who? 

(See page 6 for 

another look 

back) 
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FIRE POLICE 
L—R: 1st Lieutenant Andy Schrank, Captain Bill Overman, 2nd 
Lieutenant Doug Anderson 

FIRST AID SQUAD 
L—R: Captain Joe Truex, Lieutenant Bob Krueger, 2nd 
Lieutenant Trudy Wojciehowski  

See a Cone? Stop! 

The Fair Haven Fire Police are members of the Fair 
Haven Fire Department and operate under the control 
and direction of the Fire Chief.  They respond to all 
motor vehicle accidents and fire calls with their primary du-
ties relating to the protection of all Fire and First Aid re-
sponders. 

Fire Police control traffic, including closing roads, so that  
Fire and First Aid personnel can safely perform their emer-
gency jobs without being distracted by approaching motor 
vehicles.  In addition, you will see the them controlling traffic 
at Fair Haven's Memorial Day, Halloween and Opening Day 
Baseball parades. 

All Fire Police are graduates of the State Police school, and 
upon completion of their training have full authority to en-
force all of their requests and commands to the public, after  
being dispatched to fire and accident scenes.  They are easily 
recognized by their lime green vests and hats and of course 
the hand held wands for use after dark. 

The Fair Haven Fire Police request that the public not only 
obey all of their commands, but also pay full attention to all 
of the emergency activities being conducted by the first re-
sponders, so that they will all have a safe and secure emer-
gency work environment.                 — Captain Bill Overman 

 

Thank You, Fair Haven Residents 

W ith over 400 calls a year, our 
Squad is constantly looking at 

ways to ensure not only comfortable 
transportation for our patients, but safety 
for our first aiders too, especially during calls where 
a patient needs to be carried around tricky corners, 
front steps and long driveways, not to mention into 
the ambulance itself. Thanks to the generosity of our 
residents the Squad was able to purchase two 
“powerlift” Stryker stretchers.  With a touch of a but-
ton, patients are gently lifted up or down, and 
smoothly into an ambulance or onto the hospital bed.  
Among its many features, the stretchers allow for 
easy manipulation in tight foyers, a situation we often 
see in some of Fair Haven’s older Cape Cod homes. 

Following several weeks of intense training and prac-
tice with the stretchers, we put them into service on 
both ambulances.  Stop by any time. We would be 
glad to demonstrate our new equipment.                                        
                                                — Captain Joe Truex 

First Aiders Hal Trenton, Joe Perrotto, Christine Eskwitt 2nd Lieuten-

tant Wojciehowski and Captain Truex practice loading the new stretcher 

into the ambulance. 

FAIR HAVEN FIRE COMPANY - 2011 OFFICERS 



 

 

Scenes from around Town 

September 2010: Danskin Triathlon for Breast Cancer 

Each September, the First Aid Squad sends an ambulance and crew to 

this very special event held at Sandy Hook.   Here, 1st Lt. Krueger 

and his crew keep an eye on the swimmers as they emerge from the 

half mile swim, while in the bay First Aider Kim Ambrose and 2010 

Chief Jim Cerruti stage the FHFD Marine Rescue Boat near the turn-

around buoy.    

October 2010:  Harvest Fest 

First Aiders Trudy Wojci-

howski and Dan Kane demon-

strate use of a bag valve mask 

(BVM) on “Rescue Annie”.  

Harvest Fest participants also 

toured the ambulance and 

firetrucks.. 

March 2011:  Roof Drill at Sickles 

School.  On a cool spring night, FHFD fire-

fighters practiced ladder and roof skills at 

Sickles School.   The “Bangor” ladder can 

reach up to 40 feet!    

June 18, 2011:  George Sheehan Run. 

Runners had the opportunity to get cool-

ing mist as they rounded up Hance Rd, 

thanks to FHFD Engine 1375. 
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June 10, 2010:  Troop 

125 Scouts Learn CPR 

Here, a Scout learns 

proper hand position for 

doing  chest compres-

sions, with feedback 

from last year's Captain, 

Katy Frissora. 

September 2010: Touch a Truck 

for Autism.  2006 ex-Chief Paul 

Lenskold demonstrates some equip-

ment, including hose coupling, for a 

very eager young lad.  

June 4, 2011: Milltown FD 100th 

Anniversary Parade.  Wearing 

their vintage “whites”, and follow-

ing many weeks of  intense truck 

cleaning, preparation and practice, 

FHFD members marched in Mill-

town’s parade.  FHFD came home 

with 5 trophies. More photos can be 

found at our website. 



 

 

Phil Binaco:  Shucking Fair Clams for 50 Years 
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FHFD MEMBERS NEEDED! 

 

�  FIREFIGHTER:  Are you interested in actively working 
at fire, alarm, rescue and motor vehicle incidents, as well as 

participating in year-round firehouse activities?  
 

�  FIRST AIDER: Are you ready to learn emergency medi-
cal technician skills, respond to calls, maintain our supplies 

and rigs  and provide first aid support to our community?  
 

�  FIRE POLICE:  Do you want to support emergency 
calls by maintaining safety perimeters at calls, managing  

traffic, and protecting the volunteers as well onlookers ?    
 

�  SOCIAL MEMBER:  Do you want to support the fire 

company  while enjoying the camaraderie at our firehouse by 

helping out at community and firehouse events? 

 

Applying is easy!  Go to  www.fhfd.org/joining.html or 

call John Feeny at (732) 492-9034 to learn more. 

I f you order a 
plate of clams 

on the half shell at 
the Fireman’s Fair 
this year, odds are 
good that an ex-
perienced hand will 
have prepared them 
for you.  A very 
experienced hand.  
Phil Binaco, a 
member of the Fair 
Haven Fire Depart-
ment since 1958, 

has prepared those clams for more than 50 years from 
his post in the firehouse kitchen.  At age 80, he hopes to 
be there again this year, shucking as fast as he can. 

He’s learned a few things about those little bi-
valves after so many decades.  Like the secret to ridding 
steamers of bits of sand and grit that sometimes remain 
in freshly-harvested clams:  “Soak them in water and 
throw some ground pepper on them!”  They don’t ex-
actly sneeze, he explains. But the pepper gets them to 
expel the grit.  And how to make the job of opening the 
clams a bit easier on those 80-year old hands?  “Keep 
the clams ice cold,” he says.  “If they’re warm, they get 
mad at you and they fight back.  If they’re cold, they 
relax a bit.” 

Phil isn’t sure why he first got chosen to open 
clams way back when.  But he had plenty of experience 
with them from when he was a kid.  “I used to collect 
them from the Navesink when I was younger,” he ex-
plains.  “I was from a family of 10 children, and during 
the Depression, we had to do a lot to get by.”  His par-
ents had a small farm on Cherry Street in Tinton Falls, 
not far from where Shrewsbury Avenue and Newman 
Springs Road meet.  “But putting food on the table in 
the 1930’s meant my brothers and I spent lots of time 
hunting, fishing, and clamming, too.”  (And during Pro-
hibition, they kept an eye on the family’s basement 
brewery and whiskey still too, he recalls with a laugh.) 

Phil went to work for the Asplundh Tree Expert 
Co., at age 18, trimming trees around electric wires for 
49 years.  “When I started, we didn’t have bucket trucks, 
so we climbed the tree with ropes.”  He fell three times, 
and was out of work for six months after one fall. 

When he got married in 1955, Phil moved to 
Fair Haven. His experience with the Fair Haven Fire 
Company was less dangerous.  Despite going on thou-
sands of calls, as both a driver and pump operator, he 
was never injured.  He recalls some pretty spectacular 
fires, though, including the burning of the Daily Register 
Building in Red Bank, and the Sea Bright Tennis Club. 
Some things have changed at the firehouse over the 
years, he remembers.  “When I first joined in 1958, we 

Sons Philip “Andy”  and Dave, breading clams and 

working at the Fair.  

didn’t have radios to tell us where the fire was.  They’d blow a 
different number of blasts on the air horns depending on where 
we were supposed to go.”  The start of the fair each night was 
also announced a special way in the old days.  “One of my jobs 
was to go up on the roof and fire off a cannon at 6 PM,” he says.  
“You could hear it all over Fair Haven into part of the neighbor-
ing towns. “ 

      Phil’s dedication to the Fair Haven Fire Company has rubbed 
off on his family.  His wife, Ruth, is a member of the Fire Auxil-
iary and served as it’s president in 1983.  One son, Dave (see 
below, right), has been a member for over 35 years and served as 
fire chief and is a 34 year member of the first aid squad, and an-
other son, Philip Andrew, see below, left) has been a social mem-
ber and dedicated fair worker since 1975 .  Dave says participat-
ing in fire department events was a way of life for the entire fam-
ily when he was growing up.  “My father’s vacation every year 
was spent working the fair.  And guess what? That’s what we all 
did! 
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R obert Henne Jr (at 

right), son of social 
member Bob Henne, re-
cently graduated  from the 
Middletown Township 
Fire Academy after 170 
hours of arduous training .  
A 2010 graduate of R-FH 
High School, Rob 19, is 
currently a Class 1 special 
police officer, a member of 

the borough’s Office of Emergency Management, and is a police 
clerk for the borough of Fair Haven.   Don Morse (at left), 2011 
graduate of  RFH also joined this past June and will be going to 
the fire academy in the Fall to get his training.  Don is currently a 
police explorer and the nephew of FHFD member Frank Leslie. 
They join last year’s newest firefighter and former future fire-

fighter Nick Lenczyk (Center). 

Our Newest Active Firefighters 

Remembering Michael Christopher DeFazio, 34 Year Member   

T he poignant sight of pur-
ple and black bunting on 

the firehouse, signifying the 
passing of a member, is a jolt-
ing sight, and the FHFD com-
munity was particularly 
stunned to learn of the sudden 
death of  Michael DeFazio, 
Chief (1985) and First Aid 
Squad Captain (1982), on July 
1 at age 52, while on a fishing 

trip with his wife, Debbie in Delaware.  During Mike’s 
35 years as a member of the Fire Department, and as an 
officer, he was known for his unparalleled passion, 
hard work, and most of all the clear and direct way he 
led others (As several “old-timers” pointed out, “He 
was definitely not afraid to speak his mind!”) . 

Mike’s interest in the Fire Department began as a teen-
ager growing up on Dartmouth Avenue.  His Dad, 
Mitty, a FHFD Social Member (profiled in the 2010 
Summer Newsletter) recalled how eager Mike was to 
become a Future Firefighter, learning everything he 

could about the trucks, the equipment, and “firematics”.   It 
is worth noting that not only was Mike a charter member of 
the First Future Firefighters group, he also was the first of 
the group to achieve the goal of becoming Chief.  In fact, as 
our newest Cadets (see below) begin their adventures in the 
Fire Department, Mike’s legacy to that organization contin-
ues. 

When Mike and Debbie moved to Freehold, he would still 
respond to structure fires in Fair Haven, again proving his 
passion and caring for helping others.   

His good friend, Darryl Breckenridge said recently, “Mike 
was devoted to his family and friends. He worked hard. He 
played hard and he enjoyed many hobbies.  He will be 
sorely missed.”   

And as the opening day of the Firemans Fair approaches 
Mike will also be remembered for his years as Chairman of 
the Fair. One can imagine him walking around the fair-
grounds, broadly grinning with a twinkle in his eye, and per-
haps planning one of his infamous pranks. Mostly, those that 
knew him will remember him for his friendship, his hard 
work and his dedicated service.  

Starting 

Early! This 

youngster 

helps roll some  

hose at a Field 

Day competi-

tion 

FROM THE VAULT—BACK IN 1978 

A Future Chief Enjoying the Fair 

CADET PROGRAM UPDATE: We are looking for new 

recruits!  Our Fire Cadet program  is currently composed  of 

five young adults,  ages 13-17, who take part in not only ca-

det-dedicated drills, the Fair and parades, but also regular ex-

ercises like water safety on the Navesink and smoke simula-

tion drills.  We recently assisted  in prepping the fire trucks 

for Milltown's 100th anniversary parade and competition.  To 

join, go to www.fhfd.org or email faihavenff@gmail.com.  

                                               —- Cadet Captain Tom Brenner 
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Fire Department Emergency Responses: January 2011— June 2011 

This experience sparked a desire in 
Samantha to continue to help others, 
and when she returned to Fair Haven 
she dedicated her time to the RFH Key 
Club, Ten thousand Villages and Clean 
Ocean Action. 

Samantha will be attending Eckerd 
College in Florida to pursue studies in 
Marine Science, Neuroscience and Bi-
ology.   Vin Feeny, Chairman of the 
FHFD’s Scholarship Committee states, 
“We recognize that the $4,000  Schol-
arship puts only a small dent in the fees 
and expenses associated with a college 
education, but we’re very pleased to 
help in some small way and we’re very 
proud of the students from our commu-
nity that we’ve been able to help along 
the way.”  

Samantha described so eloquently not 
only the many activities she has par-
ticipated in, but more importantly, how 
participating in them affected her per-
sonally. As she wrote, “I learned the 
value that a single individual can have 
and have been using my time to help 
educate others about issues in the com-
munity and the world.”  We have no 
doubt that we will be hearing more 
about Samantha’s accomplishments at 
Eckerd College and in her community. 

 

Previous Volunteerism  

Scholarship Winners 

 

Elizabeth Henne—2010  
 

Kelsey Ambrose - 2009  

 
Anat Waldman - 2008  

 
Theresa Hartman - 2007  

 
Whitney Breckenridge - 2006 

 
Erin Puck – 2005 

 
Ben Smith - 2004 

2011 FHFD Volunteerism Scholarship Awarded to Samantha Haskell 

S amantha 
Haskell, 

this year’s re-
cipient of the 
FHFD Volun-
teerism Schol-
arship, exempli-
fies the spirit of 
generosity, sac-
rifice of time 
and caring for 

others that typifies what it means to 
be a volunteer, both in Fair Haven 
and for people needing help hun-
dreds of miles away. 

If you have enjoyed a meal at the 
Seafood Restaurant at the Fair you 
no doubt have seen Samantha’s 
smile as she served patrons year after 
year, often working 5 nights during 
Fair week.  She echoed an oft heard 
lament by first year college students 
as they head to school, “Not only 
will I miss going to the Fair— I will 
miss volunteering at the Fair.”   

As a volunteer for the Pittsburgh 
Project—an organization similar to 
Habitat for Humanity— Samantha 
spent part of her sophomore summer 
helping an elderly woman named 
Edna—who lived alone—fix up her 
home, including plumbing, painting, 
window replacement, and yard work. 

  Medical 

 

Fires /  

Rescues 

 TOTAL 

Jan  28 12 42  

Feb  23 8  33 

Mar  23 9  36 

Apr  29 8  41 

May 24  11  41 

June  18 24  47 

Other 

2 

2 

4 

4 

6 

5 

EMERGENCIES THROUGH JUNE:  240   

COMING SOON 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15 

FALL AUTO SHOWFALL AUTO SHOWFALL AUTO SHOWFALL AUTO SHOW    

9:00 AM9:00 AM9:00 AM9:00 AM————3:00 PM3:00 PM3:00 PM3:00 PM    

Over 150 Vintage Cars 

DJ! Games! Prizes! Food! 
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Fair Volunteers Still 

Needed! 

Join the fun! 

 

Daily Morning Prep 

Booths 

Waitresses 

Cooks 

 
Sign up TODAY at 

www.fhfd.org, or contact Per-

sonnel Chairperson Rich 

rbrister@fhfd.org 

We remember and 

honor the  

firefighters, EMS 

workers and all 

those lost on  

September 11, 2001 

  


